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Abstract of EP 1503232 (A2) 

An optical transceiver (100) converting and coupling an information-containing electrical signal with an 
optical fiber including a housing (102) conforming to the industry standard XENPAK<TM> form 
factor including an electrical connector for coupling with an external electrical cable or information 
system device and for transmitting and/or receiving an information-containing electrical communications 
signal, and a fiberoptic connector (124,126,128,130) adapted for coupling with an external optical fiber 
for transmitting and/or receiving an optical communications signal.; At least one electro-optical 
subassembly (110) is provided in the housing for converting between an information-containing 
electrical signal and a modulated optical signal corresponding to the electrical signal, along with a 
modular, interchangeable communications protocol processing printed circuit board (112) in the housing 
for processing the communications signal into a predetermined electrical or optical communications 
protocol, such as the IEEE 802.3ae 10 Gigabit BASE LX4 physical layer. 
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an optical fiber including a housing (1 02) conforming to 
the industry standard XENPAK™ form factor including 
an electrical connector for coupling with an external 
electrical cable or information system device and for 
transmitting and/or receiving an information-containing 
electrical communications signal, and a fiber optic con- 
nector (124,126,128,130) adapted for coupling with an 
external optical fiberfor transmitting and/or receiving an 
optical communications signal. At least one electro-op- 



tical subassembly (110) is provided in the housing for 
converting between an information-containing electrical 
signal and a modulated optical signal corresponding to 
the electrical signal, along with a modular, interchange- 
able communications protocol processing printed circuit 
board (112) in the housing for processing the communi- 
cations signal into a predetermined electrical or optical 
communications protocol, such as the IEEE 802. 3ae 10 
Gigabit BASE LX4 physical layer. 
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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I ] All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
I — I been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any add.tional fee. 
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search report has been drawn up for those parts of [he European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 
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first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1,2,5-7,9,10,16-18 

An electro-optical wavelength-division-multiplexer wherein 
the the indivdual laser beams are guided to the multiplexer 
via a plurality of optical fibers which are mounted onto a 
flexible substrate (claim 5) 



2. claims: 3,4,8,15 

An electro-optical wavelength-division-demultiplexer wherein 
the output beams from the multiplexer are focussed onto a 
photodiode array disposed on a printed circuit board (claim 



3. claims: 11-14 

An electro-optical transceiver comprising interconnected 
interchangeable subassemblies in order to allow a modular 
configuration of the transceiver (claim 14) 
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